
Well, winter has arrived!  We’ve got-
ten cooler temperatures and the familiar 
rain that we are so 
fond of around here.  
It has become appar-
ent to anyone who 
has played on courts 
1-3 during the peri-
ods of heavy rain 
that the roof repairs 
we were attempting 
to get us through this winter were not as 
successful as we’d have liked.  While 
there aren’t any problem spots within 
the singles or doubles boundaries, there 
are a few areas of concern between 
courts and near the walls.  The staff has 
collected towels, and we’re trying to get 
them washed once per week so we have 
plenty of towels to dab the puddles.  
Aside from hoping for a sunny winter, it 
looks like that will have to be the plan 
until our long-term fixes are addressed 
later in the year.  

On a positive note, some small 
changes are coming that will modernize 
the club and make your Timberhill ex-
perience a little more hassle-free.  The 
first change is that you can now have 
your club bill automatically withdrawn 
from your bank account or added to 
your monthly credit card statement-- 
this is an optional way to pay your bill, 
so if you want to continue to write us 
checks each month you may do so and 
nothing will change.  If you do want to 
take advantage of the credit card auto-
pay, contact Hunter or Helen and we 
will collect the information we need 
from you.  You will still receive an e-
statement so you can see your itemized 
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Board of Directors 
 
Brad Teel 
 President 
Ray Topping 
 Vice-President 
Dave Traut 
 Treasurer 
Carol Warloe 
 Secretary 
 
Members at Large: 
  Jeff Dragila 
  Edith Shields 
  Tom Walmsley 
  Gary Watson 
  Lyn Wyatt 

NEW MEMBERS 
Adults  

James Gardner 3.5  
Lynda Margalit 3.0  
Brian Curtis 4.0  
Yuri Vulfson 3.0  

Juniors  
Kelsey Doty  
Mary Marshall  
Noah Vulfson  

 

JOHN & PHIL’S TOYOTA 
CHAMPIONSHIPS  

Timberhill’s annual prize-money 
tournament will be held this year the 
weekend of January 13-15.  Look for 
drawsheets in the lobby of the club, and 
come out to the club and watch some of 
the top players in the Pacific Northwest 
battle it out for the trophy!  

 

FRIDAY NIGHT MIXED  
Our next installment of Friday Night 

Mixed is scheduled for January 20 at 

6:30pm.  Hosts will be Ray and Darlene 
Topping.  If you haven’t been to one of 
these events, it’s a great chance to meet 
new players and socialize with folks 
from the club in a fun atmosphere on a 
Friday night.  It is a free event, but does 
require an advance sign-up and willing-
ness to bring a potluck dish to share af-
ter tennis.  Look for signups in the club 
lobby the week prior. (See some pic-
tures from the last Mixer on page 5) 

SUPERTIEBREAKER SOCIAL!  
Gear up for the USTA League and its 

wacky 10-point tiebreaker with the 
2012 TTC Supertiebreaker Social.  
We’ll play on Sunday, January 22 from 
2:00-5:30 pm, and this event is free and 
open to anybody.  The club will provide 
balls, light refreshments, and a format 
that will have everybody working on 
their nerves of steel so the TTC teams 
can prevail in those close 3-set matches 
this year!  Sign up individually in the 
lobby, or call Hunter at the club to save 
your spot for this fun event.  

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S 
LEAGUES—WINTER SESSION  
Our intra-club men’s and women’s 

doubles leagues will resume play in the 
middle of January—the men are set to 
resume on Thursdays at 7:45 pm, begin-
ning January 19 and finishing March 
15.  We’ve got 1 spot left if you want to 
sign up as a regular player, and we can 
always use subs.  The women’s league 
plays on Mondays at 7:45 pm and be-
gins January 23, finishing March 12.  
We have 2 available spots remaining for 
the women’s league.  This is a great 
way to meet other players or to tune up 
for USTA league, so call Hunter if you 
want to be a regular player or a sub!  

 

ADULT-JUNIOR CHALLENGE  
It’s that time of year again!  One of 

our most popular events, the Adult/
Junior Challenge is a doubles event that 
pits teams of one adult and one kid 
against one another for fun and compe-
tition.  It’s a great way to see how our 
junior players are doing, and the divi-
sions are flighted by strength to keep 
things balanced.  Grab a junior, ask an 
adult, or sign up individually, and look 
for signup sheets in the lobby.  

DIRECTORY  
Look in the lobby for the proof of the 

2012 Directory.  The actual directories 
should be done by the beginning of Feb-
ruary, and we need all our members to 
scan their information for accuracy.  

 

JUNIOR TOURNAMENT INFOR-
MATION MEETING  

For any juniors and/or parents who 
want to start playing tournaments, but 
have questions about the process, we 
will hold our annual  Tournament Infor-
mation Meeting during Rookie League 
at 6:30 pm on Friday, February 3.  Our 
staff will be on hand to answer any 
questions you might have about finding, 
registering for, or playing junior USTA 
tournaments in the Pacific Northwest.  
RSVP to Hunter by February 2.  

Club News  

TTC Directory TTC Directory 
Administration  
Hunter Lipscomb 
 Director of Tennis Operations 
Colby Jager 
Hannah Hollister 
Patrick Foley 
 Assistant Pros 

Newsletter 
Gary Watson 
 Editor (Email: watsog@comcast.net) 
 

Web Site 
www.timberhilltennis.com 

Court Reservations:  541-757-2294 
Club Office:  541-753-1043 
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Despite the fact 
that both singles and 
doubles are played 
on the same court, 
use the same equip-
ment, and follow the 
same scoring, the two variations of ten-
nis could not be more different.  Dou-
bles involves a completely different set 
of skills.  Where singles requires a 
player to be much more athletic, many 
doubles players can get by without be-
ing ferociously explosive.  However, a 
doubles player that does not have good 
technique on their volleys would be 
better off sticking to singles matches.  
Which leads me now to discussing the 
three most important shots in doubles: 
The serve, return, and first volley. 

Number one, you can’t be a success-
ful doubles player without having a 
solid serve.  Breaking the opponent’s 
serve in doubles can be rather difficult, 
so you don’t want to be handing your 

opponents an advantage because you 
can’t hold your own serve.  Remember, 
double faults are a free gift to your op-
ponents and one you always want to 
avoid.  A hard serve can come in handy 
if your opponent’s returns are only so-
so.  You can win a lot of matches sim-
ply by being extremely hard to break 
because of a good serve. 

Number two, because the area in 
which you have to hit the ball to avoid 
your opponents is small, the return be-
comes fairly challenging, but also unbe-
lievably important.  If you have an op-
ponent at the net who is fully capable of 
putting high volleys down your part-
ner’s throat, then you need to be able to 
avoid that player on your return.  A 
successful returner will be able to hit 
the return low and cross-court nearly all 
the time, and then occasionally hit one 
up the line in order to keep the oppo-
nent at the net honest. 

Number three, a solid first volley is 
often times truly challenging to achieve, 
but a must-have if you are one who 

comes to the net in doubles (which is 
also a must-have in order to achieve a 
certain level of doubles play).  The first 
volley is also known as the transition 
volley.  It is the first time you hit the 
ball out of the air after you decide to hit 
a groundstroke and approach the net.  
This volley is almost never a perfect 
height, never a good speed, and you are 
almost never in perfect position at the 
net when you make contact.  So being 
effective with volleys at or behind the 
service line is important, and being able 
to hit low volleys is also extremely im-
portant.  If you are effective with the 
first volley, then you gain the advantage 
of being at the net while your oppo-
nents, hopefully, are still scrambling out 
of position back at the baseline. 

So if you really want to be a good 
doubles player, I suggesting going out 
and practicing these three shots.  You 
will be a force to be reckoned with if 
you become a master of these three ar-
eas in doubles. 

bill, but you’ll no longer have to deal 
with finance charges or paying on time.  

More visible, and something that we 
will all be using, is a new court reserva-
tion system.  As I’ve said before, the 
old one, while serviceable for now, was 
aging and prone to crashing the 12-year 
old operating system it ran on.  We 
have no support for it and it doesn’t 
offer us a “real-time” view of what 
courts are reserved at any given time.  
The new system we’ll be using is inter-
net-based.  The current method of re-
serving a court by phone takes approxi-
mately 30 seconds.  It won’t be much 
different once you get used to the new 
system and you can reserve courts from 
the club lobby or from your home.  We 
hope to have the system fully opera-
tional by the end of February.  Our goal 
is to make this a better system for all of 
our members—most components of the 

system will remain the same as the cur-
rent one, except you’ll be clicking a 
mouse instead of punching numbers on 
a phone.  We will give the membership 
a two to three week period to view the 
system, play with it, and ask the staff 
questions about it during February.  
During this time, actual court reserva-
tions will still be made by telephone, 
but it will give everybody time to be-
come comfortable with the system be-
fore actually using it.  This system will 
ultimately save the club money in paper 
(those notebook printouts and sign-in 
sheets), time (time spent printing out 
reservations each morning and re-
booting the current system when it 
crashes), and telephone lines (we’ll be 
able to eliminate two telephone lines, 
reducing our monthly phone bill).  I’m 
convinced this will be a good change 
for the club, and it will bring this aspect 
of the club into the 21st century.  

Remember, all these changes aren’t 
meant to change the nature of the club 
we all love—just making it a more en-
joyable and updated place to play.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Colby’s Corner 

From the Clubhouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In case you’ve seen this face around the 
club and wonder who it is, well he’s our 
newest Pro, Patrick Foley. 
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TTC Calendar 

January Event 
 
Jan 3: Winter Junior Clinics 

Begin 
Jan 6: Rookie League 6:30-

7:45 
Jan 13-15: John & Phil’s Cham-

pionships (All Day) 
Jan 19: Men’s League (1st of 

Winter)  
7:45 

 
Jan 20: Friday Night Mixed 

6:30-8:30 
Jan 22: Super Tiebreaker 

Social 2-5:30 

Jan 23: Board Meeting 6:30 
Jan 23: Women’s League (1st 

of Winter) 7:45 
Jan 27: Junior Fest  

6:30-8:30 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Feb 3: Rookie League, 

6:30-7:45  

 
Feb 3: Junior Tournament 

information meeting, 
6:30  

Feb 4: Adult/Junior Chal-
lenge,  
12-6:30 

Feb 10: Rallyball  
6:30-7:30 

Feb 10: Junior Team Tennis, 
7:30-9:00 

Feb 17: Friday Night Mixed, 
6:30 

Feb 27: Board Meeting  
6:30 
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