The Racquet

January 2008

President’s
Parley

A t the board meeting Dec 1
we welcomed four new
members—Melissa Pohl, Bob
Rice, Werner Evans and Randy
Willard. Returning members arg
Cherrill Boissonou, Russ You-

mans, Bob Custer, Jeff Draglia
and me.

A

At the January meeting we will
be choosing officers and making
committee appointments.

I would like to thank those who
have completed their two years

on the board—Toni Thomas, Jimh ©

White, and Marge Wright (who

served three years). Also, thanl§s

to Darlene Topping, who ac-

cepted an appointment to the
board, but who was unable to aff
tend meetings because of an ex}
tension to Ray’s stay in London.

See you on the Courts,
Wayne Phillips,
President, TTC Board

Timberhill Tennis Club
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A Member-Owvned Tennis Club

Tennis Tips

IT'S ABOUT HAVING FUN

Tennis is certainly more enjoyable
as you improve. What makes tennis
fun is many things, but none is more
important that the learning of it. To
do what you couldnt do before
gives you a feeling of accomplish-
ment.  Winning and losing may
seem the primary reason to play, but
improvement is of much greater
conseqguence.

Another reason to play is for your
health. Chasing and hitting a ball is
childlike behavior that may be
what's needed to keep you thinking
and feeling young. Exercise is the
solution to physical (and mental)
problems, and tennis is a great
source of it.

Tennis is so complex that even if
you start winning tournaments your
feeling of mastery will only be tem-
porary. And what a wonderful thing
that is—to pursue a hobby that
never can be mastered. Imagine:
You'll never get bored!

With measures of persistence,
practice and good humor, over time
we develop a style we call our own.
Now is when we begin to have some
real fun with tennis—when we can
play the game with feeling, when we
can improvise, actually think when
competing, applying our skills in a
personal way
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From the General Manager

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS tem for their workers to use to be safe New YorkNew Year's Eve party. The
while working on the roof. We have plan is to start the event at 6:30 pm and
decided that using an asphalt tape will have snacks, desserts and BYOB if you
be the best patching material. It is easywant. We will watch the Time Square
to put down, adheres well and is easy toball drop at 9:00 pm and bring in the
. take off when we replace the skylights New Year then instead of 12:00 pm.
Vukman & Vesna Soskic541-207-  this summer. Again, we thank the The activities will end around 9:30pm
3500: Vukman is a strong 3.5 player membership for its patience in this mat- and you may stay and continue to play,
and Vesna is starting her tennis careerter, |f you have any questions or com- go to another New Year's Eve Party—

James Zhang758-6347: James is a
junior (12) who is an intermediate level
player looking for other juniors to play
singles or doubles.

Their three children Danilo(12), Luka ments please direct them to Gary. or go home and sleep off the party.
(10) and Bojan(5) are starting our les- 2008 MEMBERSHIP There will be some organized tennis as
son program. DIRECTORY well as camaraderie, fun and lots of

Libby Nousen 753-3613: Libby has ) ) food and drink. Look for a sign-up
played on the CV girls tennis team the The 2008 TTC Membership Direc- sheet in the clubhouse. Put this great
past 3 years and is looking to play a lot tory will be out and available to mem- neyw activity on your calendar.
to get ready for the tennis season whichP€rs by Jan. 7, 2008. Each membership -~ 2, MONDAY NIGHT FROM

starts the end of Feb. She can play sinteceives one free director_y. If you need 6:30-9:30 pm!
gle or doubles. to take another for the office, extra cop-

ies will be $1. You can pick up the di- JOHN & PHIL'S TOURNAMENT
SKYLIGHT LEAKAGE OVER rectories in the TTC clubhouse. Just Put January 18-20 on your calendar

.COURTS #1-3 sign-up on the sheet if you take an ex-as TTC will be hosting the annual John
Just to give you an update where wetrg & Phil's Tennis Tournament. We offer
are with this issue. We have contracted NEW YORK NEW YEAR'S EVE senior events as well as open competi-

with Stutzman & Kropf to get up and tion. Thanks to the support of John &
. . PARTY i L

patch the skylights. They are working : : .. Phil's Toyota/Subaru, our open division
with OHSA to figure out a security sys- _ We Wwill hr?ve a unique NewhYe_ars draws top players from around the Pa-
Eve party this year. We are having 4 cific Northwest and beyond, getting the

top player from Southern California,
. players from the east coast, as well as

TTC D | re Cto ry players from college teams. This is the
best tennis that you can see in Corvallis
and we encourage all members to come

2007 Board of Directors Administration see some great tennis during the tourna-
ment. We would like to thanks Phil

Wayne Phillips Gary Quandt Doud for his many years of supporting
President General Manager this great event.

Marge Wright Hunter Lipscomb THANKS TO OUTGOING
Past-President Director of Tennis BOARD MEMBERS

Cherrill Boissonou | would like to thank the outgoing
Vice-President Newsletter TTC Board members for their time and

Bob Custer - effort in making TTC the great club that
Treasurer Gary Watson it is. President Wayne Phillips high-

lighted much of our activity in last
month’s newsletter and he will stay one
. more year as Past-President. We will
w miss Marge Wright who has served the
Members at Large: last three years as President and Past
Jeff Dragila www.timberhilltennis.com President and for her activity on the hu-
Toni Thomas man resources committee and the social
Jim White Court Reservations:757-2294 committee. Toni Thomas helped with
Darlene Toping Administrative Office: 753-1043 the junior committee and Jim White

Russ Youmans Editor (Email: watsog@comcast.net)
Secretary

(Continued on page 3)
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Last summer we featured two of our
oldest members. This month we feature
two of our youngest players. I've seen
them out there practicing with their dads
and heard people in the clubroom make
comments like, “Boy they really hit the
ball hard. Who are they?”. Jamie Fisher
and Rajul Chikkalingaiah both started
playing at a young age. Now they are 18 months he was trying to copy the
already winning trophies. pro’'s on TV using a ping-pong paddle

Next month we will feature two other
juniors, Jamie’s older sister Charlotte
and a friend of Charlotte’s, Natasha
Prokhnevska.

at two.

cause it forces you to “use your brain
and your body”. You can probably

Rajul Chikkalingaiah Rajul (on the
left) is 11 and is the son of Ravi and Ni-
cola Chikkalingaiah, both of whom also
play tennis. When | called, Rajul was in
Florida with his dad, so his mom con-
veyed my questions to him.

Federer, thinker extraordinaire!

I asked him how old a player he had
beaten. Silly question, since kids don't
see age like we adults do.

Member Spotlight—Youth

and racket ball and he got his first racket

He says he likes tennis so much be-

But he’s

beat someone that had beat him in the
past or he’s figured out a way to win a
tough match that could have gone the
other way.

Besides tennis he plays soccer, squash,
and snowboards.

Jamie Fisher Jamie (on the right)
started playing at 6 and is now also 11.
Like Rajul, | also see him practicing with
his dad, Jim, or using the ball machine
with mom, Jane, looking on. He has a
“lot of trophies” and has won some tour-
naments.

Besides tennis, he plays basketball and
soccer. He especially likes tennis be-

guess who is his favorite player—Roger cayse he gets to travel to a lot of differ-

ent places and meet lots of people. The
social aspect of tennis is what attracts a
lot of adults too.

| asked him the silly question about
of

It seems Rajul has been involved with Nelped him hone his game. It's the level ¢oyrse if you beat an adult, the last thing

tennis as long as he can remember. Atof play that's important. — His most

you would ask them is, “How old are

memorable wins were those where he

Hunter’s Lair |

Happy New Year! ior tournament scene or just want morg

League season is just around theinformation on how to get involved,
corner. Aside from our ongoing les- this is a great opportunity to ask ques;
sons, adult clinics and Tennis Wel- tions about the process. New to Junio
come Centers, Becky and | are also Fest this year will be the addition of
available to run USA League team Friday Night Lights a drop-in team
practices. We can customize theset€nnis competition that will run con-

practices to work on whatever skills currently with Junior Fest. Players
you'd like your team to improve upon. Must be here by 6:30 pm on that Fri

. . day. You can sign up ahead of time
onzu?pé]ovt\:irlll ﬁepgglfi Eggtztctﬂzmcﬁtb (the week of the event, on the entry
January 18-20. Even if you're not in door to court 6) to save your spot on g

the draw, this is a great spectator eventteam' Players should be in the middie
L g >P 'school or high school, or have tourna-
traditionally showcasing ex-pros,

: ment experience.
teaching-pros from the area clubs, col-

around the Northwest. We look for- 26 for the Adult/Junior Challenge.
ward to seeing you there. This has been a popular yearly event
On the iunior end of thinas. the new teaming juniors with adults for a dou-
clinic sestion begins Jangé and thebles toumnament.  There are threg
' _begins Jan. o, . _“flights based on team ability level and
upcoming Junior Fest is Jan. 11. Prior . : :
S ; the junior's age, and each flight is
to this junior fest, at 6 pm we will have

L . completed in less than three hours
our annual junior tournament informa- _. . :
: . , . Find your partner and sign up in the
tion meeting. If you're new to the jun-

lobby soon.

you?” In Jamie’s case it was ‘a0’s
something” person in one of the Corval-
lis tournaments.

Jamie’s favorite player is also Roger
Federer. | think it's great that young
people will be trying to copy Roger’'s
thinking and all-stroke style of tennis.

Jamie likes the overhead the most—
"cause you can hit the ball really hard!”.
Isn’t that the first thing kids like to do
when first given a tennis racket—and
don’t we adults get a little overexcited on
overheads too; and then hit the ball out!

Good luck Rajul and Jamie in all your
competitions. We enjoy seeing you out
on the courts.

Gary Watson, Editor

From the General Manager I

(Continued from page 2)

helped on the membership and adult ac-
tivities committees. All of your gener-
osity of time and work will be missed.
It's members like you that make Tim-
berhill such a fun place to come and en-
joy the great sport of tennis.
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Upcoming Events

CI u b Eve ntS Jul 9-10: Pacific Western Jr,
Challengers
Feb 22: Jr. Fest .g .
. ) Aug 1-3: Corvallis Junior
Jan-Mar: Junior Team Tennis Champs
January Events Feb-Jun: USA League Tennis | aq 4-6: Corvallis Junior
Mar 14: Jr. Fest Rookies
Dec 31: New York New Apr 18: Jr. Fest Oct 4-6: All Comers NTRP
Year's Eve Party May 13: Oregon Senior Tournament
Jan.11: Jr. Fest Women’s
Jan 18-20: John & Phil's Tour- May 22: Jr. Fest
nament _ May 28-Jun 1: Sunriver Adult Ten-
Jan 26: Adult/Junior Chal- nis Camp
lenge Jun 20-22; Corvallis City NTRP
Championships
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